
COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT UPDATES 

 

2018 

November 2018 

18-LUM Lighting  

Ceremony at 6 pm 

22-Thanksgiving 

24-Small Business Sat. 

26-Christmas Parade 

December 2018 

6-Living Windows 

6-Wine & Shine 

20-Board Meeting 

25-Christmas 

January 2019 

28-Annual Banquet 

Coming in 2019 

April 6-Piccadilly Gala 

June 12-Big BAM 

 

 Progress continues to be made on implementation of the Down-
town Moberly Community Improvement District (CID).  Much behind-
the-scenes planning is going on and discussed at length.  The 5-person 
CID board has contracted with Steve Powell, Destination Services, Adam 
Flock, local architect, and Randall Weidenaar, local marketing resource.  
At an open presentation on October 24, they each made short presenta-
tions to the public.  The primary focus is to establish the downtown dis-
trict as a “Lifestyle Center”, including retail, culinary, and residential im-
provements.  It is envisioned that downtown will become a destination 
for visitors, as well as enhancing the quality of life in Moberly. 
 The first step is to plan and step two is to implement the plan.  
Some of the ideas discussed included:  doing a “pilot block,” including 
façade improvements, awnings/porches over sidewalks, landscaping, 
benches, planters, adding bike paths, reconfiguration of parking spaces, 
kiosks, wireless speakers, wifi and charging stations, urban furniture, en-
tryway markers at certain intersections.  Then, on a larger scope:  en-
couraging establishment of a small hotel and bed & breakfasts in already 
existing buildings.  Redevelopment of vacant lots into pocket parks to be 
used for outdoor activities was discussed. 
 After the pilot block is finished and reviewed, the implementation 
would move on to other blocks over the coming years. 
 Many have noticed a strong sewer odor in the downtown district, 
specifically in certain blocks.  A consultant was  hired to investigate the 
sewer inside each building in the 400 block of Reed earlier this month to 
determine cause and solutions.  Official results are not yet back from that 
investigation, but will be shared soon. 
 Regarding branding of downtown, target audiences include inves-
tors, stakeholders, residents, and outside visitors.  We first need to invest 
in our downtown to build excitement, economic rationale, and senti-
mental proof the downtown is the place to be! 
 Funding from the one-cent sales tax in our district has been flow-
ing into the treasury for several months and the 2018 property taxes col-
lected from our district will be paid to the CID after the first of the year in 
one lump sum.   
 CID meetings are normally held on the last Wednesday of the 
month at 4 p.m. at City Hall and are open to the public. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT INCENTIVE (PPI) GRANT PROGRAM  

Through a service agreement with Main Street Moberly, Inc, the PPI grant program has been created to 
assist all owners whose properties exhibit building code violations or similar deferred maintenance prob-
lems to defray a portion of costs associated with remediation.  Approximately $80,000 has been allocated 
to assist owners with exterior building violations within the District.  Preservation of our downtown build-
ing stock will assist in attracting new business and creating more jobs.  Contact the Main Street office for 
additional info. 



Name:  Kelsey Jeffries 

Age: 30 

Business Affiliation:  Vintage 424, 424 West Reed, opened August 2018 

Job Description:  co-owner of downtown’s newest retail store, with mom, Marla Jeffries.  I refinish furniture to sell and search for vintage 

items for our business, and I work in the store full time.  I am retaining my realtor license so I can still make referrals to other realtors for 

my friends and family. 

Hometown:  I’ve lived in Moberly my entire life 

Education:  Graduated Moberly High School 2007, MACC 2009, and Central Methodist University 2012. 

Community Involvement:  Chairperson of Main Street Design Committee, Vice President of Light Up Moberly, and serves on the board of 

Moberly Area Council on the Arts 

Professional Background:  I taught drama at Moberly High School and was a realtor at Century 21. 

Why I’m passionate about my job:  Owning my own shop has been a life-long dream.  I’ve had booths in other people’s businesses, which 

helped fuel my creative passion.  Now doing it every day is fun and exciting!  I’m also excited about  the revitalization of downtown Mober-

ly and the Community Improvement District.  There is a lot of positive energy happening right now. 

If I weren’t doing this for a living, I would be sad 

Biggest Career obstacle I’ve overcome and how.   Being confident enough to take the plunge and open this store! 

A  favorite recent project:   We purchased the building from Chuck DeWeese June 4 of this year and 

immediately began renovation.  It has been fun finding little surprises hidden in the building, such as 

the ceiling, the wallpaper, the entry tile, and the glass on the west side underneath the awning.  Any-

one who has renovated an older building knows that surprises are hiding where you least expect 

them! 

What people should know about this profession:  Being self-employed is a lot of work.  It’s fun and 

challenging at the same time.  There is so much time involved! 

What I do for fun:  I love to play with my two dogs, Cocoa and Chanel 

Family:  I am single.  My mom and business partner is Marla Jeffries.  My dad is Danny Jeffries and he 

lives in Atlanta GA 

Favorite place in Randolph County:  I love the atmosphere of the downtown district.  There is a new 

positive vibe in the downtown district and we are looking forward to lots of changes.  The CID and 

Main Street Moberly are really turning things around! 

Accomplishment of which I’m most proud:  Obviously, starting a new business in downtown with my 

mom and business partner. 

Most people don’t know  that my college degree was in Theater Arts. 

*Editor’s note:  Our organization selected Kelsey as Volunteer of the Year for 2017. 

PEOPLE YOU SHOULD KNOW—KELSEY JEFFRIES 

BEAN 118 IS OPEN! 

Bean 118 Café officially opened on 

November 7.  Renee Swartz did a 

fabulous job of designing and deco-

rating the space to reflect a warm 

and friendly atmosphere.  A full deli 

and Jackie’s bakery await you!  The 

drive-thru window and patio have 

been open for a few weeks. 

There are two fantastic apartments 

upstairs, too! 

Another great place to eat in down-

town Moberly,  Hometown restau-

rants are so much more fun than 

chain restaurants.   

Welcome to downtown, Bean 118! 

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY 

 Our Promotion Committee 

took a new approach to publicizing 

Small Business Saturday this year.  

Instead of promoting the day to 

people who were already down-

town, dozens and dozens of Shop 

Small canvas bags were stuffed 

with downtown swag and delivered 

to some of the major Moberly em-

ployers for distribution to their 

staff.  What a great idea!  Hoping 

to see new faces down-

town as a result!  The Pro-

motions Committee wins 

the Magic Lightbulb of the 

month award!    

 



HISTORY CORNER—    

  421-423 West 

OCCUPANTS THRU THE 
YEARS 

 1882 J N Taylor Pianos & 
Caskets 

 1902 The Commercial 
Club Shaving Parlors 

 1910 Moberly Beauty Par-
lor 

 1910 Randolph Music Co 

 1919 John N Taylor Chev-
rolet 

 1941 Blattner-Quarles 

 1944 JM Smith  (women’s 
clothing) 

 Mam’selle (women’s 
clothing) 

 A G Edwards 
(investments) 

 Wells Fargo 

 

 

 Although the building located at 421-423 W Reed appears modern when 

you first see it, parts of the building  date back to the 1880’s.  

 Originally this building was a 3-story structure with an interior staircase 

on the east side.  In 1937  the building was remodeled and divided into two stores.  

The stairwell was abandoned and a stairway entrance to the second floor was add-

ed on 5th Street.  In 1941, fire gutted the building and when it was repaired, it be-

came a one-story building with a modern front  of yellow brick and extensive 

glass.. 

 Hints to the building’s past include the charred brick on the 5th Street 

side that indicates where the stairway was.   The rear wall is also red brick, but  

appears newer than the brick on the 5th Street side. 

 The current owner, Mayor Jerry Jeffrey, added a substantial awning and 

new tinted windows in the early 2000’s, which makes the building appear as it 

does today. 

 The only information located about occupants of the second or third floor 

was 1926, Dr Walter and Dr Margaret Kelly, presumably a husband-wife doctor 

team. 

 

Before and after pho-

tos show the building 

on the NW corner of 

Reed & 5th (with tow-

er) and the three sto-

ries of the building 

we’re profiling. 

Note the black 

evidence of old 

stairway on the 

red brick wall. 

Corrections and addi-

tions to The History 

Corner are always wel-

comed.   



419 W Reed 

 

419 West Reed 

Moberly, MO 65270 

Phone: 660-263-5251 

E-mail: mainstreetmoberly@att.net 

Facebook: Main Street Moberly Inc 

WE’RE ON THE WEB  

www.mainstreetmoberly.org 

WHAT’S GOING ON HERE? 
 Moberly, and specifically, downtown was 

visited recently by these three state and national 

experts in downtown revitalization.  They were 

here in conjunction with a USDA grant and the 

purpose of their visit was to offer training and 

support to the local Main Street program on the 

topic of downtown revitalization.  Several public 

sessions were held during their visit so they could 

hear from and reach different audiences.    

 A good cross-section of our downtown 

businesses, community, and downtown stake-

holders attended;  attendees gave information to 

the team and received suggestions and evalua-

tions in return.   

 With anything, if you are too close to the 

subject, you may not see all the problems, oppor-

tunities, or assets until someone can come in with 

fresh eyes and tell you what they see.  Our organi-

zation is fortunate to have state and national re-

sources to call upon for guidance.  Any time you 

can attend one or several of these meetings, it 

helps make our downtown organization stronger 

and more productive.  Education is a huge focus 

of Main Street organizations at all levels.  Take 

advantage of it! 

WHERE TO FIND US . . . 

The Main Street Moberly newsletter is published bi-

monthly.  Hard copies are distributed in the down-

town district.  It is mailed to investors who are out-

side the downtown district.  It is emailed by request; 

please notify Diane to be added to the list.  It is 

posted on our face book page and can be viewed 

on our website. 

Pictured are:  Jim Thompson, Iowa Main Street, Economic Vitality 

Tripp Muldrow, Arnett Muldrow & Associates, Greenville SC, Promo-

tions 

Keith Winge, Missouri Main Street Connection—Team Leader 


